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At EcoRise, we believe in the power 
of teachers to ignite innovation and 
the potential of students to design 
a sustainable future for all.

Our school-based program empowers youth to tackle real-
world challenges in their schools and communities by teaching 
sustainability, design innovation and social entrepreneurship.

EcoRise offers 
standards aligned, 
project-based, K–12 
curriculum focused 
on environmental 
literacy, social 
innovation and  
hands-on design 
skills.

02.
CONNECT

01. 
TEACH

We facilitate 
connections with 
green S.T.E.M. 
professionals who 
provide project 
mentorship and 
introduce students 
to green career 
pathways.

03.
IMPACT
Our Student 
Innovation 
Fund provides 
campuses with 
small grants, 
allowing youth 
to bring their 
solutions to 
fruition. 

04.
GROW
We support 
and inspire our 
teachers with  
professional 
development 
experiences  
that are creative, 
engaging, and 
relevant.
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WHAT WE TEACH

From sustainability and design to entrepreneurship 
and biomimicry, our curriculum provides teachers with 
the tools and resources needed to ignite student innovation.

Builds sustainability 
knowledge across  
seven eco-themes:  
water, waste, food, 
energy, air, public  
spaces and 
transportation

Challenges chemistry, 
physics, and biology 
students to look at 
“nature as mentor” 
in order to solve 
sustainability  
challenges

Engages elementary 
students in a campus-
wide environmental 
audit as they learn and 
practice sustainable 
behaviors

Guides students  
to develop and 
implement creative 
solutions to pressing 
problems using 
EcoRise’s design-
thinking process

Introduces social 
entrepreneurship  
and sustainable 
business practices, 
challenging students 
to develop their own 
business ideas

Prepares students to 
become LEED-GA  
certified as they learn 
green building techniques 
by assessing their school’s 
environmental health  
and performance

SUSTAINABLE INTELLIGENCE

BIOMIMICRY

ECO SMARTS

DESIGN STUDIO

ECOPRENEURSHIP

LEED PREP
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Sustainable 
Intelligence 
Design Studio 
Biomimicry 
EcoPreneurship 
EcoSmarts
LEED Prep

Eco-Literacy

Leadership

S.T.E.M. Problem-Solving

Design ThinkingCollaboration

Entrepreneurship

Systems Thinking

SKILLS & KNOWLEDGE COVERED
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HOW WE’VE EXPANDED

26
COUNTRIES 

600
SCHOOLS 

1,800
TEACHERS 

26,000
STUDENTS 

2015–2016 Program Reach
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2011–12

2012–13

2013–14

2014–15

4 4 178

8 12 382

20 40 2,000

61

SCHOOLS TEACHERS STUDENTS

115 6,228

We’ve been 
growing like 
crazy since 
2011.
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93% 93%
reported EcoRise’s
curriculum supports
their classroom’s
academic goals

said EcoRise
brings new energy 
to their teaching 
practice

91%
described EcoRise
trainings as relevant, 
well-organized, and 
engaging

Our program empowers 
teachers to confidently 
champion sustainability and 
innovation in their classroom.

MEASURING IMPACT

74%
adopted at 
least one new 
green habit or 
behavior*

*Top responses include: 
 » waste management
 » energy conservation 
 » water conservation 
 » stewardship of public spaces
 » more time spent outside

*Top responses include: 
 » teamwork
 » peer teaching
 » creative thinking
 » goal setting

71%
reported 
developing
at least one  
21st century skill*

72%
improved their 
use of technology 
to learn with 
their peers

And while teachers work their magic, 
students cultivate 21st century skills, 
computer literacy and sustainable  
living practices.
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We partnered with the City of 
Austin and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to bring the 
students’ solutions to life.
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STUDENT INNOVATION FUND

$20,402
GRANTS AWARDED

1,444
STUDENT LEADERS

34
CAMPUS PROJECTS

$66,319
ONE-YEAR, CUMULATIVE 
UTILITY SAVINGS FOR 
LOCAL SCHOOLS

Solar Charging Station 
Gardening Essentials
Recycling Campaign

Goats Milk Soap
Succulent Garden
Low Flow Faucets

Stickers for Saving
Worms for Compost

Waste Watchers
Rainwater Harvesting

Cafeteria Compost
Motion Faucets

Energy Audit
Mills Garden

Trash Audit
Farm to Table

Monarch Heroes
Armadillo Awareness

2015–2016 
STUDENT PROJECTS
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When doing a garden project – 
or really any project – with 
students, �ora Gray believes 

“the repetition is really important. When 
you’re not outside doing it and touching 
it, conceptually it’s harder to grasp.”

At Austin Discovery School, Gray 
teaches a course called EcoWellness to 
K-4 once weekly. But what she’s actually 
teaching her students pulses further than 
the school grounds: to look at the world 
around them – and their roles within it 
– with proud, active and discerning eyes.

Five of her students, ages ten and 
eleven, gather in their school’s ‘reuse free 
store,’ a room stocked with recyclable 
materials salvaged for future projects. 
�e shelves are packed with glass bot-
tles, cans, paper and baskets �lled with 
odds and ends. On the �oor across from 
the shelves is a metal feed trough, where 
recently hatched chicks scurry and peep 
under a red heat lamp. It is a room full 
of potential.

Gray directs the students in a quick 
review about eggs. �ey pull old cartons 
from the shelves and refer to their de�ni-
tions lists to recall what words like ‘cage-
free,’ or ‘free-range,’ or ‘organic’ really 
mean about the chickens’ welfare, how 
these words contribute to a production 
value chain, and how personally to be 
critical consumers. And then they head 
out into the school gardens, with Gray 
recalling its story on the way.

“So [the students] prepped the soil, 

they planted the seed, they weeded, they 
watered, they waited, they harvested, 
we did it all over again. And while we 
waited, [we built] benches,” Gray said, 
gesturing at the colorful hand-paint-
ed benches bordering the garden. “And 
then we chopped up all of our veggies 
and then we all sat down and had a meal 
together. So it’s really neat [for the stu-
dents] to see that full cycle from the farm 
to the table.”

�e �ve kids weave through the 
gardens on newsprint and burlap sack 
pathways, crouch down, pawing light-

ly among the beds, and with big smiles 
hold up their treasures.

“�ere’s a little bit of carrots and 
some snap peas,” said one boy, pointing. 
“And I think that’s chard.”

“Try the carrots, they’re SO deli-
cious,” said his classmate as she held up 
a �nger-sized carrot. “And yeah, that’s 
chard. It’s beautiful. It’s so rainbowy-ish.”

�ey start snacking and sharing, 
explaining the recipes they’re learning 
to incorporate these vegetables into and 
discussing what they know from Gray’s 
class. “�is week I’m doing a burger, and 
I use this lettuce for the burger,” said 
another student. He reached down into 
the bed to twitch the growing leaf. “Next 
week I’m gonna learn how to make a 
really awesome pot roast that my dad 
makes.”

“We don’t put any stu�ty-stu� on 
them. Pesticides,” clari�ed the girl still 
chewing the carrot. “So basically pesti-
cide is this toxic spray that farmers put 
on their plants, and it makes all the bugs 
go away, but including the good bugs, 
like bees and ladybugs…and it’s even 
toxic to us. Like at the grocery store we’ll 
get some food and it’ll say ‘made in gar-
dens that no bugs are,’ meaning there’s a 
price to pay.”

Other projects include a pollina-
tion garden where bees sit lazily on giant 
sa�ron-colored marigolds; a steaming 
compost pile, neatly chicken-wired, that 
the students eagerly climb up on to turn 
with shovels; and a mini market to sell 
vegetables from the garden to the com-

THORA GRAY
by Sarayu Adeni

munity, aiming to raise funds for a future 
goat project. Currently Gray is working 
with her students to complete an Eco-
Rise Eco-Audit Grant application to ex-
pand their food garden and reduce waste 
by adding more compost and recycling 
bins to the school grounds.

Gray, who is good friends with 
many of her students’ parents, loves be-
ing able to turn these practical projects 
into lessons about choice and action. 
“�at is something that’s profound, you 
know?” she said. “Kids who don’t touch 
vegetables normally are so into it! And 
I got so many emails from parents say-
ing, ‘�ank you so much! My son came 
home and said, “We have to make bok 
choy!”’ It’s just the coolest thing in the 
world.”

Likewise, Gray’s students clear-
ly know they have a gem for a teach-
er; they squeeze into a group-hug belt 
around her waist before dashing o� 
to their next class, leaving her stand-
ing in contemplation of the garden.

THE KIDS 
WEAVE 
THROUGH 
THE 
GARDENS 
AND WITH 
BIG SMILES 
HOLD UP 
THEIR 
TREASURES.

When asked about the challenge of 
aligning her students’ work with the real 
world, she refers back to the chicken wel-
fare lesson. “�ey ask, ‘what can we do 
about it?’ And I ask them, can you vote? 
�ey all say, no we can’t vote…that’s like 
what, eight, nine, ten years away?” “But 
you vote with your money,” she goes 
on. “So every time you go somewhere, 

your money is your voice. And it doesn’t 
matter how old you are. You can make 
a choice. And so hopefully they’re tak-
ing that out there. And then I challenge 
them again: you now need to go and talk 
to somebody who doesn’t know about it. 
Have those conversations.”

Gray shared that from a young age 
she spent her free time outdoors climb-
ing trees and catching frogs and snakes, 
laying the foundation for a lasting rela-
tionship with the natural environment. 
It’s that connection that inspires her to 
teach. “When students become passion-
ate about what we are talking about and 
doing, Nature becomes the teacher; it 
is an intrinsic approach. Knowledge of 
humanity’s ecological footprint becomes 
more transferable as that deep relation-
ship forms within each student.”

SOL SERIES IS 
A CELEBRATION 
OF INDIVIDUALS 

WHO ARE SHINING, 
INNOVATING, AND 

BUILDING A  
BETTER WORLD.
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PARTNERS & AMIGOS

GOVERNMENT & MUNICIPAL
—
Environmental Protection Agency
City of Austin, Office of Sustainability
D.C. Department of General Services
City of Temple
Austin Water Utility
Austin Energy
Texas Commission for Environmental Quality

BUSINESS & CORPORATE
— 
H-E-B Grocery Stores
Samsung
Gensler
Balcones Resources
Impact Hub Austin
Silicon Labs
SXSW Eco
SXSW Edu
Far West Capital
Patagonia
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport
3M
Circuit of the Americas
Applied Materials
Bazaarvoice
Salesforce
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Give Realty
FengSensor
Dell
TreeHouse
BLGY Architects

PROGRAM COLLABORATORS
—
Center for Green Schools, 

U.S. Green Building Council
The Biomimicry Institute
Representaciones e Inteligencia Sustentable 
Nepris
The Sustainability Institute
XIN Center
Foundation Communities

EDUCATION
—
University of Texas, Austin
Harvard University
Stellenbosch University
Tsinghua University
Huston-Tillotson University

FOUNDATIONS
—
The Meadows Foundation
RGK Foundation
A Glimmer of Hope Foundation
Shield-Ayres Foundation
JP’s Peace, Love, & Happiness Foundation
Reese Foundation
KCL Foundation
Austin Foundation for Architecture
Bread for the Journey
Austin Community Foundation
MFI Foundation

NON-PROFIT
—
U.S. Green Building Council
North American Association for 

Environmental Educators
Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center
Global Oneness Project
National Wildlife Foundation
Captain Planet Foundation
Mission Capital
Entrepreneur Foundation of Central Texas
Sustainable Food Center
Ashoka Changemakers
Keep Austin Beautiful
National Environmental Education 

Foundation
Sol Design Lab
Austin Creative Reuse
Children in Nature Collaborative
Earth Day Texas
Rainforest Partnership
The Thinkery
Skillpoint Alliance
Colorado River Alliance
Keep Temple Beautiful

“When one tugs at a single thing 
in nature, he �nds it attached  
to the rest of the world.”

JOHN MUIR
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PARTNERING FOR GREATER IMPACT

In the next three 
years, EcoRise 
aims to grow 
from 600 schools 
to 5,000 schools 
in 35 countries. 

01. 
RECOGNIZE THE UNLEASHED
POTENTIAL OF YOUTH AS LEADERS
AND PROBLEM-SOLVERS

03. 
STAND AS LEADERS IN THE 
FIELDS OF SUSTAINABILITY 
AND INNOVATION

02. 
BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF
EDUCATION AS THE FOUNDATION
FOR SOCIETAL CHANGE

04. 
SHARE IN OUR VISION FOR
A MORE BEAUTIFUL AND
PROSPEROUS WORLD

Our core strategy relies on 
building cross-sector alliances 
with partners who:

To reach this goal, we are 
building a global alliance 
of visionary companies, 
organizations and institutions 
who wish to partner for greater 
impact and bring sustainability 
education to our children’s 
classrooms.
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INTRODUCE EcoRise to new teachers  
and school district leaders

PROVIDE school scholarships to  
underwrite program fees

ENRICH our classrooms by volunteering  
as a virtual mentor or classroom presenter 

CONTRIBUTE to our Student Innovation Fund 

SHARE our work through social media and  
other personal and professional networks

CHAMPION the development of new  
transformative curricula and programming

EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT
EcoRise offers a number of opportunities for 
employees, including virtual mentoring, classroom 
presentations and advising curriculum development.

PR & RECOGNITION
Partners are celebrated on our website, social media 
platforms and communication materials, reaching a 
broad spectrum of sectors.

CUSTOMIZED K–12 MATERIALS
EcoRise creates high-quality K–12 materials that can 
educate students about the topics and industries that 
matter most to you.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH & EDUCATION 
Supporting local school programs bolsters goodwill 
while increasing your community’s eco-literacy and 
sustainable living practices.

LOCAL CAMPAIGNS
EcoRise “Design Challenges” encourage youth to 
explore, create and propose solutions to targeted 
sustainability issues.

Join the 
movement.

Did you say  
partner benefits?
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